
Worry Beads, one for every year from 1945, is scaled at one cc 
per human life. The volume of each bead is set by the number 

of terrorist-caused deaths globally for that year. The whole is 
about 40' long, the largest bead (2014) is 19" dia. 

The #1 American fear, terrorist attack, is irrational. A 2nd string 
of beads, 50" long, shows terrorist deaths in the US. You're 

more likely to be killed by a human toddler.

The real horror: from 1945 thru 2017, globally, 400,000+ 
people died via terrorism; in the same period in the US 

1,000,000+ people were murdered.

legend:
year (total # of deaths)
location of largest attack / perps (# dead)

ephemera 45 / Worry Beads 
loren madsen, 2019

1945-47 (178)
Irgun / Palestine (158)

1948 (273)
Irgun / Palestine (254)

1949, 1952, 1953, 1954 (0)

1960 (112)
Cuba / Anti-Castro (100)

2014 (43476)
Iraq / Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (670)

1970 (165)
Switzerland / Pop Front for 
Liberation of Palestine (47)

1971 (173)
Taiwan / unknown

1972 (558) 
S Vietnam / unknown 

1978 (1,455)
Iran / ??? 422

1983 (9.432)              
Lebanon / Hizballah (241)

1994 (7,627)
Rwanda / Hutus (1180)
First Islamist attack on US (0)

2001 (7588) 
United States / Al-Qa`ida (2902) 

2005 (6311)
Iraq / Al-Qa`ida in Iraq (160)

 
Deaths 
10819
7664
6712
811 
83 
101
101
124
4
6
16
4
26445 

 

% 
 41%
29%
25%
3%

100%

 

2017
Region

Middle East & North Africa
South Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa
Southeast Asia

Western Europe
South America
Eastern Europe
North America

Australasia & Oceania
Central Asia

East Asia
Central America & Caribbean

Worldwide Total, 2017


